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It is in this tradition that the present devotional has been compiled under the direction of Rev. Sean A. Jarrett of 
New Jerusalem Baptist Church, Tulsa for Holy Week 2020.  Each contributor used one of the seven sayings of the 
cross  to compose a short devotional reading for your prayer and reflection.  As a Holy Week devotional, readers 
have the freedom to utilize these reflections in several ways.  It is possible to reflect on a single entry each day of 
Holy Week  or read all seven in a single sitting (no entry is more than 800 words).  Likewise, because the 
contributors serve in different contexts and have varying ministerial experiences and gifts, each approached their 
task uniqueltask uniquely.  As a result, readers will find words of exhortation and affirmation, pastoral insights for Christian 
living, and theologically informed interpretations to aid in future Bible study.  Within these authors’ differences, 
they share a common love for the Gospel as devoted servants with a true love of Christ.  Out of this commonality, it 
is their truest desire that this devotional be an aid to you wherever your current walk finds you.   

In such days as today, it is in Christ that these contributors enter Holy Week reminding us that Jesus Christ is our 
model (Morris) and that despite the obstacles or naysayers surrounding you, if you are in Christ, you can both 
sustain your walk and finish your divinely appointed tasks (Webb).  The cross is a testimony to the seemingly 
paradoxical strength of Christ (McDaniel); thus, it is through the believer’s constant meditation that we ought to 
trust in the most secure and unfailing hands that exist, those of our Lord (Pitts-Murdock).  Rooted in this faith, the 
Christian believer must look inward to recall and reflect on Christ’s sacrifice (Scott) and the debt paid on our 
behalves (Webb) while also looking outward to see ourselves and neighbors newly as community (Carter) bearing 
our own crosses beside Christ (Morris).  May this small collection be of service.  Attribute all errors or confusion to 
the fthe fault of the editors or authors.  But, to God be the glory for any aid, hope, or gift received. 

Amen.





1 Faith No More, “We Care a Lot,” recorded ca 1985, theme song to Dirty Jobs TV Series, 2005-2012. Discovery Channel. 



Finally, the premise of forgiveness is found at the cross.  Even though the offenders were mentally aware of what 
they were doing; they were not cognitively enlightened on what they were doing. Arrogant ignorance is blinding 
to the offender. Little did his executioners know that the one they were intentionally hurting was the only one 
that could save them  Reciprocity and probability say that those who hurt you may need you.  Who knows, they 
may need you, if nothing more than to be an example of how to forgive.   
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words is different than the tense of the Psalmist.  The Psalmist spoke prior to the darkness.  The Son first speaks 
during the darkness and then cries out when He emerges from the darkness.  

The Bible declares that, “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness comprehended it not,” (Jn 1.5, KJV). 
Stating it in a better way: apprehended it not.  This does not just mean that the darkness could not understand 
the light; it also means that it could not extinguish the light. 

WWith the passing of the darkness, our Lord’s cry was an expression of backward thought; He had come out of the 
darkness.  And having come out, Christ Jesus realized He was out of the darkness and asked, “Why did you  
forsake me?”  This is the call of Jesus of Nazareth as He emerged from the darkness.  The Bible further declares 
that those who, “sat in darkness have seen a great light,” (Matt 4.16; cf Isa 9.2, KJV).  There were some transactions 
that took place in the darkness. You were reconciled, you were justified, you were sanctified, and you became His 
eternal possession. Take time during this week to mediate on the supreme price He paid! 











7th
saying








